
ANALY SIS OF THE ECO OMyl 

I n the p a st one could speak of an a re a a s a n indepen ­
dent economic unit . Tod ay the 10 a l fa tors of p roduction 
must be understood a s integrated parts wi thin the n a tion a l 
econom y. The econom y of Surr y Count y , then , is a p a rticular 
mi xture of elements which can be analyz ed a nd the ir conse ­
quences for the area c on sidered within the n a tion a l s ett i n g . 
Our com p a r ison of Surr y emp l o y ment distribu tion s b y l ndu str y 
wi th tho s e for the nation reve a led that the Surr y economy 
sp eci a l i ze s in textiles, a g r iculture ,fu r nitu re , a pp a r el, 
and quar r y an d stone p roduct s . There re main a ssess ment s 
of how we ll Su rr y indu s tries h av e grown in com petiti on 
wit hi n t h eir n a tion a l indu s t r ies an d whether this relat i ve 
gr owth p rod u ced l ong-run growth , s t a bilit y , o r decline . 
F i nal l y , a pr oject i on of 1970 emplo ym ent b y industr y i s 
needed to g a u ge ef f ect s o f economic trends in the futu r e . 

How we l l have loc a l indu s trie s com p eted within their 
r e sp e c t i ve national indust r ie s ? VERY WELL . Surr y Cou nty's 
non a g r ic ul tur a l indu s t r ies had a com p etitive g a in o f 3 , 4 6 1 
j ob s over their n a t i onal counterp a rt indu s tries from 1950 
to 196 0. (A pp end i x B p r e s e nt s det a ils b y i nd u s tr y b y sex 
and ex p l ai n s the comput a tions in a methodological note . ) 

Have a ll S urr y a c t i v i t i e s , taken to g ethe r , led the 
e c onom y i n a d i re c t i on of l on g - r un g rowth? NO: I n fact, 
2 , 3 1 3 of th e com p et i t i ve job g a in s o f 195 0-60 were wiped 
out be c a u s e of the s lo w-g r owth or declining character of 
the i n d u s tr i e s which a r e p re s ent in Surr y County. Competi­
t i ve g a i n s, howeve r , we r e s uff i cient to give the Co unt y 
a n e t g a i n of 1 , 14 8 i n em pl o y ment over the n a t i ona l a ver a g e 
r a t e . Surr y Co u nty 's em pl oym e n t g a i n s , then, h a ve b een 
c on ce nt r at ed i n non gr owth i nd us t ri e s wi th p oo r p r osp ect s 
o f f u t ur e ex pan s ion t o me e t no r mal j o b needs of the County' s 
p o p u l at i on . 

I I This sec t i on i s de ri ved f r om com put at i on s use d i n t h e 
Mo u nt Air y Po p u l at i on and Economy Re p ort , 1 96 2 . 
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